J ͤͤ ³˙ ⅛%ͤ7Id I. ð d ñ ᷑⅛ͤů—Ä9“ ss 7 —— — Ws : * 
; 6 ; ay 2 75 : N 5 | N r * os, 8 
5 * 4 - ” bl > 4 p , N f 1 
* * 2 4 1 
F 8 : C - 
; ö 4 * EN 


4 
3 
* 
| o 
S 
7 
: 
es 
* —_ 
T7 
N 
> 
. 
= 


: MERCHANT ar BRISTOL, ö 
NM MMM MN +++ +++ WM. | 
[Price One Shilling. ] 1 N N 
a 75 T 
| | /q 


, 
7 : 
** þ 
% 7 
; * 
. E | 
24 i 
* 5 
2 
- 
& 
5 I; 
* «Tit 
2 
4 * * 
8 $ ”. 4% 
2 + - FA 3 EA * 


— — 
— 3 — — n : . 
© 
. 
* 
2 > 
. 
> 
2 — 
„ 4 Co 
; : * 
k — 
- 
= 
1 - 
* a % * 
* 8 G . 
- 
[4 
* 4 
» 
7 1 
; : 
os = 
2 . 


L E * '” E R 


+ © 4 
MERCHANT at BRISTOL, 


CONCERNING | 


A PrTIT ION of 8. 


. Eq; 
* 1 


For an Erie to the I 


Ri pf SENEGAL: 


: 11 | 
Wherein the FOUNDATION, 'of Mr. Tas beer to ſuch 


a PRIVILEGE is fully Hates, and the In) RY it will do 


the AFRICAN COMMERCE)! conſidered. od 


TI + ns _—_ EE CIR art ag 


By a MERCHANT of LONDON. | 


TO WHICH Is PREFIXED, 
A COPY of te PETITION. 
925 — Fg fit 


Plenior ut ſi quos delectet copia juſto, 
Cum ripa ſimul avulſos ferat Aufidus acer. 


»»‚ 0M: 
Printed for G. K EAR SL Y, in Ludgate-Stroet 
M. DCC. LXII. 


ADE of the 


— 27 
«4 een. 4, —- 1 


. 
$2 
N 48 ES Sf 05.4 7 1 
- _, * * 4.- þ3 ” 
« 1 
1 4 4 * 7 vu 2 5 4 - 
a . I Mg . , 
9 1 e 
% 
* © 
. 
ts 
4 
A 
- 0 5 
. 
- 
4 ; 
p 
. * 
£ 
F : 
. 
N 
1 
* . 
* s - 
7 * 
8 4 . 
* ”» 
» . 8 4 
* 
* * * 
* $ - 
N * } * 
9 : 
4 - 
«, 
k 
* * * 
* * 
» . 
* , by q 
. x 
p 
p F 
"- * l 4 
n / . 
o v * E 
> . 
4 ; 
; s 
* 
* * 
5 
- 7 o 
7 
— 9 = 
>= 5 7 
, » 
. A * bo 
4 i” * - 
- * 
* = 3 
* 5 4 
E R 
, - 
4 a ; , G 
. 0 1 * . 
x 
- ” - 
. 
0 
. 2 þ . 
5 N / 5 3 
P % 
* A 
* . 6 
* - 
2 
» 
4 - 
P 
. 
LY 
— - 
; 
: 
\ 17 
. : 
” 
- 
” 
a N * . 1 
* 1 ** 8 CO FIR. ll , / s 
. — ge) cs pre eagne... arr — 


N ed ge-, M EN e-, Gd 
e We "MEER © = 
e 


KIN G 8 Moſt Excellent Majzs Ty. 
THE 


P E T 4 * 2 N 


or 


SAMUEL TOUCHET, 
= L 0 N D 0 N, Mencuaxr, 


HUMBLY SHEWETH, 
: CXOOSHAT TnouAs ern of 


D * London, merchant, in the year 

1756, propoſed to feveral of the 

I miniſters of ſtate, a plan for the reduction 
. the 0 of Bene and the French 


ſettlemenis 


(6) 


ſettlements there, which was afterwards 


| conſidered and approved by many of 


the great officers of the marine and mi- 
litary departments, and Mr. Secretary Pitt 
repeatedly declared, that if the ſaid Tho- 
MAS CUMMING ſucceeded, he would pro- 


cure for him a grant of an excluſive trade 


to this acquiſition for a certain number 


of years; That the ſaid THOMAS CuM- 


MING received from Mr. Pitt, his late 
Majeſty's Letter of Credence, dated the 
iſt of February, 1757, to treat with the 


Moor king, and repaired to Portſmouth 
in order to proceed on the expedition, where 
he waited ſome months in expectation of 
being joined by the tranſports, ſmall- armed 
ſhips and buſſes, which had been deemed 


| abſolutely neceflary to be employed in 


this | ſervice, N and which he had been | 
given to underſtand would be ready in a 


| ſhort 


477) 
ſhort time after his arrival. That being 
entirely diſappointed of the veſſels (and 
1 proper ſeaſon of the year for proceeding 
in the deſign having elapſed) he, after 
conſultation with the two captains of the 
_ ſhips of war, which were waiting to con- 
voy and aſſiſt in the expedition, returned 
to London, when the further proſecution | 
of this affair, was at that time ſuſpended, 
if not entirely laid aſide. | 1 


THAT this important deſign being 
then defeated, (as your Petitioner appre- 
hends by more preſſing and other important 
ſervices of the war) the faid Tnomas 
CUMMING earneſtly requeſted your Peti- 
tioner to engage in the undertaking, by 
furniſhing the armed ſhips and other ne- 
_ ceflaries, and in order to induce him thereto | 
produced a letter from Mr. Secretary Pitt, 

dated 
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0 4) 
dated Whitehall, the 9th of February, 17 57, 
in the he terms, 


e Gard and Wintly leid. 


“ J write this letter to you merely to 
repeat to you upon paper, what I have 
ſaid with great ſincerity to you In 
converſation, namely, that I have fo 
good an opinion of your integrity, and 


think the ſervice you are going upon 1 
to Africa fo likely to prove beneficial 
to the publick, that in caſe ſucceſs at- i 
* tends. your endeavours, I promiſe you 


my beſt aſſiſtance in obtaining an ex- 
clufive charter in your favour for a li- 
mited term of years with regard to 
that vein of trade, which your induſtry 
and riſque ſhall have open'd to your 
country. Averſe as I always ſhall be 
to excluſive charters i in general, I think 
your 


„ 
* your caſe a juſt exception; fo wiſh- 
ing cordially the favour of Providence 
t on your undertaking, 1 remain with 
© much eſteem your ſincere and faith- 
ful friend, 3 
= . 


THAT your majeſty's Petitioner know- 
ing as a general merchant, that he could 
fit out ſhips for any part without ſuſpi- 
cion of any particular hoſtile attempt, 
having reaſon to believe that lord Anſon 
ſtill was defirous to encourage and aſſiſt 
in this meaſure, and entirely relying in 
cCaſe of ſucceſs for his indemnification and 
reward on the promiſe contained in Mr. 
ſecretary Pitt's letter , did after many con- 
ſultations with lord Anſon on the mea- 
ſures to be taken in conducting of the 
expedition, fit out in about fourteen days, 
5 1 . at 


——  ——— — * . 


Fo 9 


at his own expence, five veſſels of a par- 
ticular conſtruction, compleatly armed and 


adapted to the purpoſe. 


'Tnar your Petitioner confiding in the 
aſſurances given in the faid letter, de- 
clined, with a view to prevent any diſ- 


covery or even ſuſpicion of the attack, 


the taking any meaſures which his own 
Intereſt might dictate; he declined apply- 


ing in the manner preſcribed in the prize- 
act for a grant of his expected conqueſt. 


He did not even apply for commiſſions, 


or letter of marque, well knowing the 


danger which would certainly ariſe from 


paſſing the inſtruments through the hands 


of many perſons employed in the differ- 
ent offices. He was the more convinced 
of the propriety and prudence of his 
forbearance, as Mr. ſecretary Pitt was 


pleaſed 


E 
| pleaſed to expreſs his opinion to the ſaid 


THOMAS CUMMING, that theſe previous 


applications would greatly endanger the , 


ſucceſs of the enterprize. 


Your Petitioner humbly preſumes to 
aſſert, that the ſaid Thomas CUMMING 
could not have fitted out this armament 
without the moſt apparent chance, from 
many circumſtances, of an early_ diſcovery 


- of its deſtination, 


THAT your Petitioner the more ef- 
fectually to cover his deſign, cleared out 
his - ſhips for different ports, and gave 
his orders to each captain to rendezvous 
at the Canaries, where his majeſty's veſſels 
intended for this ſervice were alſo ap- 


pointed to meet em. | 
FRO Ne = {+ HAD 


ma , ” es AED : — 3 
On FEET. 4 _ A ent” ab a re, 


(nm) 

T Ax on the 23d of February, 1958, 

your Petitioner's veſſels ſailed by different 

routs, and the whole force having, with | 

the greateſt ſecreſy, diſpatch and punctu- 
ality, joined at the Canaries, proceeded 


| to Senegal road. Upon taking the ſound- 


ings, it was found that the bar of Se- 
negal was impaſſable for the King's ſhips 
of war, and in attempting this paſſage 


dne of the two buſſes in his late ma- 


jeſty's ſervice, and one of the Petitioner's 
ſhips were loſt; but the four remaining 
ſhips and the buſs repulſed the ſmall 
craft placed by the enemy within the 


bar to oppoſe the attempt, landed 200 


marines and ſeveral failors from the men 
of war, ſupporting and covering the match 
of the ſaid forces towards the fort St. 
Lewis, about eleven miles up the river, 
when the men of war, and even the 


Swan 


E 
Swan floop, lay uſeleſs at a very great 
diſtance in the offing on the outſide of 
the bar. 5 1585 1 


Tur the faid Tnomas Cummine 
having ſome days before ſecured the 
Mooriſh queen and inhabitants in our 
intereſt ; and the French, (whoſe ſecurity 
chiefly conſiſted in the ſeeming imprac- 
ticability of any ſhips of force paſſing the 

bar, and' the friendſhip of the inhabitants) 
finding; that the Moors would not give 
them any affiſtance, and that the armed 
veſſels and forces on land were preparing 
to attack the fort, capitulated the iſt of 
May, 1758. ” 


 Yovr Majeſty's Petitioner craves leave, 
with the greateſt humility, to alledge, that 
by means of thoſe veſſels fitted out at 

= — 


r nr * 4 — R 


( 14.) 
his expence, and the caution uſed in con- 
cealing their deſtination, this important 


attack was render'd effectual. 


Tamar the expence of the ſaid arm- 


ament amounted to upwards of ſix thou- 


fand pounds, which has now been diſ- 


burſed above four years, and for which 

your Petitioner has not received any com- 
penſation except his ſhare of prize money, 
which he divided in common with the 
reſt employed in the enterprize, who 
were not at any expence, were paid by the 
government for their ſervice, and had 


not any riſque of property. 


Your Petitioner begs leave to inform 


your majeſty, that on the arrival of the 


ſaid Thomas CuMMinG in England, 


although Mr. Pitt received him with the 
utmoſt 


TS 
utmoſt demonſtrations of joy and congra- 
tulations on the ſucceſs, yet when the | 
ſaid THOMAS CUMMING preſſed him for 
the performance of the engagement con- 
tained in his letter, upon the credit whereof 
he informed Mr. Pitt, that your Petitioner 
had, at his own private expence, fitted 
out the aforeſaid armament, and for which 
the ſaid THOMAS CUMMING had actually 
mortgaged the half of the promiſed char- 
ter; Mr. Pitt hath never yet performed 
that engagement, ſo that your Petitioner 
18 obliged to apply for your. jelly s | 
W juſtice. 


THEREFORE your majeſty's humble Pe- 
titioner, hitherto unrewarded for his vo- 
luntary and ſucceſsful aſſiſtance in this 
important undertaking, humbly preſumes 
to implore from your royal bounty an 


excluſive 
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exclufive grant to himſelf, or in conjunction 


« 16) 


with the ſaid Tuouas CUMMING, for 


a certain. term of years, or during your 
Majeſty's pleaſure, as ſhall be theught 


moſt proper, of the trade to the river 


Senegal, Your Petitioner (and the aid 
THOMAS CUMMING if joined with him) 


defraying the charges of ſupporting and 


maintaining the forts and ſettlements in 


the ſaid river in as effectual a manner as 


your majeſty's antient ſettlements on the 


coaſt of Africa are now maintained ; or 
that your majeſty would- be graciouſly 
pleaſed to grant to your Petitioner ſuch 
other relief and ſatisfaction as to your 
royal wiſdom and juſtice ſhall appear ade- 


quate to his expences, riſque and ſervices. - 
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To x 


5 MERCHANT at BRISTOL, Ke. 


SIR, 


GREEABLE 10 your requeſt; FT 
ſend you a copy of Mr. S—— 
T. 's petition to the ring; at, 
which you, and the other African traders, 15 
ſeem fo juſtly to have taken the alarm; to- 
gether with my remarks on it. I ſhould 
have been glad to have been excuſed from 
the latter part of my commiſſion; as in the 
courſe of my obſervations, I ſhall be obliged 
to ſhew, that the merit of Mr, Touchet; and 
Mr. Cumming jointly, hath already been 
amply rewarded in one of them: and 1 
ſhall be very forry to injure cither of the 

| 2 gentle- 
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6.4. 

gentlemen, with whom I never had any 

acquaintance z and conſequently apainſt 
whom I have no avimoſity. But I intirely 

agree with you, that ſo daring an attempt 
againſt the freedom of the African com- 
merce, ought not to eſcape. N a 
proper animadverſion. 


I ſhall therefore, witliout further pre- 
face, proceed on examining the allegations 


of the petition, ſtep by ſtep. - a 2 


Mr. T——t ſets forth 5 that Thomas 
cc * Cumming of London, merchant, in the 
« year 1756, propoſed to the miniſtry, a 
plan for the reduction of the iſland of 
Senegal, and the French ſettlements 
« there ; which was approved of by many 
of the great officers of the military and, 
* marine departments and that Mr. ſecre- 
< tary Pitt repeatedly declared, that if the 


« ſaid Thomas Cumming ſucceeded, be 


* * would procure for him, a grant of an 


2 excluſive trade to this acquiſition for a 


12 certain number of years. 


The 


(19 a 

| The. foundation, therefore, of Mr. 
Trad claim, ſeems originally to be the. 
merit of Mr. Cumming, i in having firſt pro- 
poſed this matter to the miniſtry. But 
altho' I ſhould allow this to be matter of 
fact ſurely i it would not have been thought. 
ſo meritorious; as to engage Mr. Pitt to 
promiſe him an excluſive trade to the river 
of Senegal: if any ſuch promiſe were 
made, which I am inclined to doubt, both 
becauſe it was contrary to law and beyond. 
Mr. Pitt's power; and becauſe Mr. Pitt, 
in the letter Mr. T—— refers to, only 
mentions, that he would uſe his intereſt 
* that Purpoſe. | 


But, is I am not W Mr. 
Cumming, did more than propoſe a plan: 
he promiſed very great aſſiſtance from the 

Moor king of Legibalie, with whom he 
pretended a great intereſt; and without. 
which aſſiſtance, he ſuggeſted the place 
could not be taken. If ſuch promiſe was 
. made, in conſideration of a powerful aid: 
he pretended to be able to ohtain ; when, 


in fact, he had not the leaſt intereſt with 
| c 2 - * the 


* F 
ene how te 
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(20) 
the lene he pretended to have weight 
with; ſurely Mr. Pitt would ſtand diſ- 
charged from any promiſe he might have 
made, when under ſuch deception. Yet, 
that he had no ſuch intereſt, I ſhall be 
ab.e to make appear very fully, when I 
come to that part of the petition, where 2 
more particular ſtreſs is laid upon this point. 
And ſhall now proceed to examine Mr. 
| mn 8 merit, independent of Mr. Cum- of 
my $i 2. 


Mr. 3 Hedges 75 g prefid 
« by.Cumming to furniſh the armed ſhips 
« and other neceſſaries; and, induced, ä 
< thereto by Mr. Pitt's promiſes of an ex, 
« clufive trade, as Contained in a letter 
„ from that gentleman to Mr. Cumming, 
« dated gth Feb. 1757,” (The half of 


 2obich promiſe Mr. Cumming mortgaged to 


Bim. 25 And relying intirely thereon, for 
« his indemnification and reward; after 
many conſultations with lord Anſon, he 
40 did, at his own cry fit out five veſ- 

* ſels 


„ 
« fels of a particular conftrudtion “ atmet 
ce and adapted to the pony e 


bis then, is the ſubſtance of Mr. 15 
10 of merit, that is to entitle him to the 
excluſive trade of the river of Senegal, 

which runs through a country of much 
larger extent than Great Britain. Yet what 
| foes the whole amount to, but that Mr: 
1.— fitted out five very ſmall veſſels, at his 
own expence, to be employed 1 in the govern- 
ment fervice ? Pray, has any merchant let 
2a fingle tranſport! to tlie government but 
what he firſt fitted out at his on expence ! ? 
If the fitting out veſſels for the government 
fervice, ſhall be thought a ſufficient plea for 
a 4 merchant to obtain the privileges of an ex- 
cluſive trade to ſuch of out new conqueſts as 
ſhall remain to us, monopolies will be very 
common, as 1 could mention many gentle; 
men, who have fitted veſſels for that pur- 
poſe, the out-fit of one of which 3 


* It wall have 5 proper for Mr. 2 to have 
explained what particular conſtruction theſe veſſels were 
of; as Mr. T did not build them. All that was 
neceſſary, was that they ſhould draw a ſmall . of 
water „ ; 


amoun s 


N ( 22.) 
| EE amounts to more than the whole n diſ- 
burſed by Mr. 1—. | 


- 


——— 


| 4 But Mr. 1— infinuates, that had not his 

care to prevent the public, or the enemy, 

ftom having notice of and defeating 1 the ex- 

ö | pedition, occaſioned him to decline applying 

E in the manner preſcribed by the prize act, 
he might have obtained a grant of þis ex- 

pected conqueſt. But ſo great was his pru- 
dence, and ſo ſtrong his love for his country, 


S .:.... ˙ᷣ A U goon owe get rarr er 
, r e : 3 


that no motives of ſelf-intereſt could induce 
him to apply for ſuch. ; a grant, or even for 
VT 1 commiſſions or letters of mart, * well 
“ knowing the danger which would cer- 
e tainly ariſe from paſſing the inſtruments 
| * through the hands of many perſons em- 
« ployed in the different offices.” Happy, 


e. 
— — 8 


Britain, who can boaſt of ſuch patriots ! 

Did Mr. T— ſtill continue to be animated 

by the ſame patriotic ſpirit, he would not 

now, for the ſake of his private emolument, 
endeavour to eſtabliſh a monopoly fo inju- 
_ Tious to the intereſt of his country! = 


— 8 
Ranges. [50 
"Ryman "3, av. wwe. 
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(23) 

However, I muſt beg leave to aſl a queſ- 
tion or two, to ſee how far this boaſted for- 
bearance is meritorious. Would Mr. T. s 
applying for letters of mart, for veſ- 
ſels cleared out for different ports, 


have given ſuſpicion to the public or the 


enemy, that they were deſtined to ſail on an 


SEpedition together againſt any of the French 


| ſettlements? Would not the miniſtry have 


1 been alarmed at a private merchants ſoli- 


citing the grant of a conqueſt, intended to 
be made by his majeſty's ſhips of war and 
ſoldiers? Would they have conſidered it as 
bis conqueſt ?- On the contrary, would they 


not have treated that man with the con- 


tempt he deſerved, who ſhould have dared 
to make ſuch a demand ? And though Mr. 
Cumming ſhould rot have been able to have 
fitted out the few ſmall veſſels wanted for 
the ſervice of the expedition; would it 


: have been difficult to have found merchants 


| as capable and as willing as Mr. T— to have 
ſupplied the government with the veſſels 
they thought proper to fend on that ſervice 
(even without knowing their deſtination) 


without having any other hopes of indem 
nication 


that in my RE that bas been made 


< 24) 
Achten or reward den that of being paid 
- their hire? 


Mr. |. ** 1 four of his veſſels, . 
ec together with one of his majeſty's buſſes,” 
(one of his veſſels, and one of the buſſes 


being loſt in attempting the paſſage of the 
bar) repulſed the fmall craft placed by 
the enemy within the bar to oppoſe the 


<« attempt, landed 200 marines and ſeveral 
es failors from the men of war, ſupporting 
ee and covering the march of the aid forces 


towards the fort St. Lewis, about 11 miles 


< up the river, when the men of war and 


even the Swan floop lay uſeleſs at a very 


« great diſtance in the apy; on the out- 
05 "op of the bar.“ 


15 there any thing: more done here, than 
is always done when a landing is attempted ? 
Hath not the captain or commander in chief 
of men of war, a right to place any tranſ- 
ports, or ſmall veſſels, in ſuch ſtations as 


will beſt enable them to perform the ſervice 


they are employed in? nay, do we not know, 


ſ 


this 


- (25) 
this war, the maſters of the tranſports have 
not only ſtationed their ſhips and veſſels, as 
they have been commanded to do, but have 
aſſiſted with their boats, and even gone in 
them to aſſiſt the landing of the troops. 


One would have imagined Mr. - T—'s 
captains' would have acted at leaft as well as 
the maſters of tranſports, but the contrary 
is the matter of fact. Two only of them 
Mr. Finch and Mr. Moody] would venture 
over the bar in their veſſels; the others re- 
mained on board the Harwich man of war, 
alledging, that they came not to fight but 
to trade. How far their inſtructions autho—- 
rized them to ſay that, Mr. T'— beſt 
knows *, | 
--D -- 
There ſeems however ſome reaſon to think the ma- 
ſters of Mr. T—'s veſſells thought trade the ſole buſi- 
neſs of their voyage, as they knew their veſſels to be 
| loaded with goods for that purpoſe, and they did actually 
carry on a great trade after the reduction of the place: 
to enable them to do which, the governor ſupplied 
them with a ſtore houſe to put their goods in gratis, and 


meſſis. Anderſon, Oliver, and Samuel, were left there 
factors, 


(26) 

But now we come to the main point, 
which is Mr. Cumming's intereſt with the 
Moors. He alledges that Mr. Cumming had 
fome days before e the Mooriſh queen 
and inhabitants in our intereſt. This is T 


matter of fact which requires ſome further 


evidence than Mr. T—t or Mr. Cumming's 
bare aſſertion, before I can credit it. Mr. 


1 — has left us to gueis at what queen and 


inhabitants he means, not having mentioned 
their names, but I muſt ſuppoſe them to 


be the Legibalies; if ſo, I ſhall be glad to 


know if any of them came to our aſſiſtance? 


On the contrary did they not abſolutely re- 


fuſe it? Did the French apply to them for 


aſſiſtance? had they ever any alliance with, 


or expectation of defence from them? or 
had they been willing to have aſſiſted the 
enemy, could they have been ſupplied by 
them with amunition for that purpoſe? I 
will venture to aſſert the contrary, and that 
ſo far from Mr. Cumming Rang any in- 
factors, till the arrival of Mr Johnſon as agent victu- 
aller, ho traded not only for proviſions for the garri- 


ſon, but for ſlaves &c. and really ſhipped a great num- 
ber of ſlaves to Jamaica on Mr. T—'s account. 


tereſt 


E 

tereſt with the Moors, he had not even the 
ſlighteſt knowledge of the nations, whoſe 
vicinity to Fort Lewis would have made 
their aſſiſtance of importance, either to us 
or the enemy. Let the commanders on that 
expedition be aſked, whether Mr. Cumming 
complied with the promiſſes he had made 

on that head? or whether it was not in con- 
templation to deſert the enterprize, becauſe 
they found the aſſurances given them by 
Mr. Cumming to be without the leaſt foun- 
dation? but happily bolder councils prevail- 
ed, and the enemy ſurrendered almoſt 
without refiſtance ; not becauſe they ſtood. 
in need of the aſſiſtance of the natives, but 
becauſe they wanted not only ammunition, 
but were in great danger of wanting the ne- 
ceſſaries of life. 


Nay, ſo far was Mr. Cumming from 
having any intereſt with the Moors, that 
the following is a true narrative of what 
paſſed between them and him, as I have 

been aſſured by an officer who was preſent, 


DE When 
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When the ſhips- arrived at Portenderic, : 
they found there the Queen mother, Side. 


Muctar, and his ſon prince Amor, and 
about 50 Moors, with a large quantity of 
gum, trading with a ſhip from London and 
a ſchooner from New-York. Cumming 


was known to the Moors (having before 


been a factor amongſt them in the ſervice 
of meſſrs. Ewers and Co.) but no perſon 


could perceive, that they had any greater 


regard for him than any other trader, nor 
would they grant any aſſiſtance whatſoever, 
no, not even 1 85 at 28 requiſition. 


Indeed upon his ſhewing the: pacquet 
which contained his credentials, unopened, 
to the Queen mother, Side MuQar, and 


prince Amor, and informing them he had 


great preſents to the Moor king, from king 
Geored, they offered him camels and 
guides to proceed to the king, who was 
about 70 miles up in the country, but he re- 


fuſed to go. So that after loſing about 24 


hours there, the Expecation procecded to 
Sena: 


Ft 
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| Senegal; not being able to obtain the leaſt 


aſſiſtance from the Moors”. . 1 


Thus Sir, you ſee the uſe Mr. Cumming 
was of in the expedition. Let us now confi- 
der Mr. T---'s aſſertion, That by means 
« of the veſſels fitted out at his expence, and 
« the caution uſed in concealing their deſti- 


<« nation, this i important attack was rendered 
wa effectual. 5 


1 no doubt but the matter of fact 
is true; the place could not have been taken 
without ſuch veſſels as Mr. T—---t's, nor 
could the Havanna or any other of the iſlands 


conquered this war, have been ſubdued by 


the king's ſhips, unleſs they had had tranſ- 


ports with them: the _ queſtion. is not 
whether Mr. r veſſels were of uſe, 


* After the place was taken, the French informed | 
the captors that the only conſequence of their calling 
at Legibalie, was giving an opportunity to king Muc- 
tar to ſend an expreſs to the French governor, letting 
him know the Engliſh were coming againſt him with | 
2 ſtrong force, and adviſing him to be upon his guard. 


but 


ede 


(30 
but what uſe they would have been of with- 


out his majeſtys ſhips? * what woud have 


been their utility had they not been mann'd 
by the ſailors and marines from the men 


of war ? they certainly were ſo, and were 


commanded by the kings officers; who 
were the perſons that took the fort. The 
mentioning the plain matter of fact, is alone 


ſufficient to confute Mr. T----t's claim. 


He goes on to ſay, that the expence 
ce attending the fitting out the ſaid armament, 
© amounted to upwards of 6000 l. which 
he declares to have been diſburſed above 
e four years; for which he has not received 
* any compenſation (except his ſhare of 


e prize money) which he divided in com- 


* mon with the reſt employ'd in the enter- 


prize, who were not at any expence, were 


* If Mr. T claims Senegal as his own con- 
queſt, he ought to make it appear that his veſſels were 


able to have taken the place without the aſſiſtance of 


His majeſty's Forces, whereas it appears that they were 
enly mann qa as common trading _ | 


ce paid 


— „ 
te paid by the government for their ſervice, 
* and had not any iiſque of property.“ 


It will be proper to examine theſe aſſer- 
tions ſeperately. In the firſt place, he declares 
the expence of fitting out theſe veſlcls 
amounted to upwards of 60001. I dare not 
_ contradict Mr. T-----t, or ſuppoſe him 
capable of endeavouring to impoſe upon his 
majeſty by a falſe aſſertion ; but I will ven» 
ture to affirm, that any gentleman conver- 
ſant in ſhipping would have fitted out five 

veſſels (of the burden Mr. T---'s were) in 
all reſpects as completely arm'd and adap- 
ted to the purpoſe, for half that ſum. I 
ſhould have fancied Mr. T----t had included 
the amount of the cargoes ſent in the veſ- 
ſels in the abovementioned ſum of Eo. 
but for his declaration, that he has received 
no compenſation for the money diſburs'd, 
but his ſhare of prize money; which in 
ſuch caſe I (hould be aſſured was untrue, 

as it is notorious that he ſold many of the 
: goods he carried out to very great profit, and 
received the money for them a long time 
fince. — Fo 
_ Indeed 
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( 32 ) 
Auldeed I can't help thinking, that if Mr, 


T made any profit by the goods car- 
ried out in the veſſels he fitted out, ſuch 
profit is in ſome meaſure a compenſation 
for the expence of fitting them out; and 


even if the goods ſent were improper for the 


market, and by that means the adventure 


turn out unprofitable, yet ſurely the ſhips 
fhould be credited for the freight of them, 


which will ſomewhat leſſen the diſburſe of 
Goool. ſo far at leaſt as it is to be conſidered 
a charge againſt the government. But fur- 
ther, are we to ſuppoſe the whole ſum of 
6oool .ſtill in advance, even if we put the par- 


ticulars abovementioned out of the account, 


what became of the four ſhips after the ex- 


pedition was over ?* two of them I believe 


came home with freights ; a third went to 


* 1 I believe the following account of the fate of the 
ſhips fitted out by Mr. ; may be depended on. 


Out of the five veſſels, only four went upon the expedi- 


tion, of which one was loſt on the bar; another went 


up to Podore to fetch gum, and was loſt in the river 
coming down Jaded ; a third brought home a cargo 


of gum, on freight, for the captors z a fourth brought 


home French priſoners; and the remaining veſſel did 
not ſail from Spithead for want of a maſter and men. 


Podere 
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Podore to trade on Mr. T. ts account. 
Were theſe veſſels of no value after the re- 
duction of Senegal? Did Mr. Tt make no 
advantages from them? I will aſk one queſ- 
tion more, and have done with this parti- 
cular. If Mr. T--- has never been paid for 
the hire of theſe veſſels, did he ever apply 
for that purpoſe? No man knows better than 
Mr. T---t how to do it; and I ſhou'd think 
it would be a reflection on the government it 
little deſerves, to ſuppoſe he would have met 
with a refuſal. But ſhould Mr. T---- 
have never made an application for that pur- 
pole, in hopes to be recompenced for the 
ſervices he has rendered (and which, when 
view'd thro' a purer medium than he ſeems 
deſirous of ſhewing them, appear to be fo 
trivial) by an excluſive right to ſo extenſive 
a commerce, his prudence ſeems liable to 
very little conſure, whatever we may think 
of his ingenuity. | 


But all this apart : Is not baſking in the 
favor of the government ſome compenſation. 
for his expence? Are not the beneficial com- 


miſſions he is now y enjoying lome reward for 
E | 18 


634) 
Bis ſervices? I dare ſay the miniſter thought 
16: 46% oy he +. roy them in his hehun 


Mr. NA ackhowledges, that 10 receiv- 
ed a ſhare of the prize money due to the caps 
tors. I am miſtaken if that ſum did not 
amount to near $oool. How he came to be 
allowed a ſhare of prize money I know not, 
as he had no letter of marque. But that inqui- 
ry is foreign from my buſineſs : a ſhare, at 
all events; one would think ſhould have ſatiſ. 
ſied him; but the contrary appears by his 
petition. . As he is deſirous of excluding 
the officers and ſoldlers from any ſhare = 
merit in the enterprize, ſo does he ſeem to 
regret their having ſhared any part of the 
reward. Mr. T---- divided his prize mo- 
e ney in common with the reſt of the 
e people employ'd in the enterprize, who 
© werenot at any expence, were paid for their 
*< ſervice by the governance and had not 
0 A riigue of FN 


By is paſſage of Mr. 1 s petition one 
ſhould be apt to imagine that he looks upon 
Sailors and ſoldiers in a very deſpicable light, 

rey 


3s } 

merel 7 food for poder, asPalſtaffexprefſes 
| himſelf, If they are to be look d on in this 
point of view, we are under no obligations 
to them for the noble ardor which hath ani- 
mated them to ſuch glorious enterprizes, as 
have been undertaken and achiev'd by 
them during the courſe of this war! They 
have no riſque of property; even their very 
lives are not their own, but bought and paid 
for by their country: General Wolfe, and the 
- felf deyoted Decii, have deferv'd nothing from 
Britain or Rome! As foldiers, their lives 
belonged not to themſelyes, but were paid 
for by the Government : but it ſhould be re- 
collected, that in England the benefit of cap- 
tures is a part of the price. Indeed Iam apt 
to think that Mr. T----t woud be ready to 
ſet a higher value on his lite, than any other 

part of his property: 


| The remaining part of the petition is a 
complaint of Mr. Pitt's breach of promiſe 
to Cumming, and imploring the aſſiſtance 
of his Majeſty's royal juſtice to make it effec- 
tual, But if the facts are, as I have above 
ſtated them; if Mr. Pitt, in contiderati. on. 

E 2 „ ot 
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of a ſuppoſed merit in Me, eng 
ſhould have been induced to make ſuch a 
promiſe; yet. when he found that Mr. 
Cumming had undertaken for matters he 
was not able to perform, Mr. Pitt might, 
without any imputation, think himſelf not 
bound by any engagement he had entered 
into. I have already, in part, ſhewn this 
to be the caſe, but a ſhort comment upon 
a part of Mr. Pitt's letter will make it ſtill 
clearer. Mr. Pitt promiſes Mr. Cumming, 
in caſe ſucceſs attends his endeavours, to 
« give him his beſt affiſtance in obtaining 
an excluſive charter in his favour, for a 
limited term of years, with regard to 
© that vein of trade which his induſtry and 
* riſque ſhall have opened to his country.” 
What was Mr. Cumming to do but to procure 
the aſſiſtance of the Moors? Were his en- 
deavorrs to do this attended with ſucceſs ? 
certainly not. Vet this ſeems to have been 
the foundation of Mr. Pitt's promiſe, It 
was a new vein of trade that Mr. Pitt was 
to aſſiſt him in procuring 2 charter for, I 
om led, from that exprefſion, to imagine 
Mr. Pitt was — upon by Cum- 
g ming, | 


a 


1 
ming, and made to believe that we had no 
ſhare in the gum trade before, and that it 
would be a new trade to Great Britain. Mr. 
Cumming knew the contrary, as he was 
at that time the ſervant of gentlemen deeply 
concerned in that commerce, and who had, 
at a great expence, built a fort, and eſtabliſh- 
ed a factory at Portenderick, in order to 
carry it on more advantageouſly, Yet, 
_ notwithſtanding this knowledge, Mr. Cum- 
ming has ungratefully endeavoured to injure 
| thoſe very men whoſe bread he eat, by pro- 
curing an excluſive right to the whole trade 
of Senegal; by which, in a great meaſure, 
their ſettlement muſt be rendered ineffectual, 


I now, Sir, think 1 have finiſhed my 
examination of the ſervices of Mr. T -t 
and his coadjutor, and think I have eſti- 

mated them at their full value: and I leave 
you and the world to judge what right Mr. 
=== t has to the grant he is ſelliciting. 
It does not appear indeed that Mr. Cumming 
thinks of it. I am ſure he ought to be, and 
I hope he is, perfectly ſatisfied with the 


TY PO granted to him. And if it has been 


Sranted 


(5) 


granted to 6 as A recompence of bis 
ſervices and trouble, inſtead of the promiſed 
excluſive charter, Mr. T., to whom 
half that promiſe was mortgaged, (as he ex- 
preſſes it) ſeems to be entitled to a moiety of 
Mr. Cumming's penſion. I ſhall leave them 
to ſettle that matter between themſelves, and 
: Juſt proceed to remark, what the commercial 
part of the kingdom will ſuffer by Mr. 
T----t's petition being granted; and how 
| little the kingdom will be benefited by the 
conqueſt of that place. 


The detriment of monopolies to a trading 
nation hath been fo fully proved by much 
| abler pens; the truth of their poſitions fo 

- plainly appears, by the ruinous ſtate of com- 
merce in t1oſe nations where they are ſuf- 
fered, that I have no occafion to enlarge on 
| that ſubject, it ſhall confine myſelf ſolely 

to the partic u caſe before me. 


Gun ons gal, a principal article of the 

| trade of that river, is chiefly uſed in the 
printing of linnens, callicoes, &c. (a trade 
in which we are yet unrivalled by our neigh- 
bours). 


„ n 39 ) 

bours). The ptice of theſe goods muſt 
riſe or fall in foreign markets, in proportion 
to the price of the commodities uſed in the 
manufacturing of them. That the price of 
this gun would be extravagantly high, if it 
was all in one hand, is more than probable, 

from its being the natural conſequence of a 
monopoly; but more particularly we have 
reaſon to expect it, in the caſe of a commo- 
dity ſo ſubject to a variation in its price, as 
Gum Senegal. In the courſe of a few years 
it has been ſold under 40 J. and as high as 
280l. per ton; a difference which cannot 
be ſhewn in any other article of commerce 
whatſoever ; and I ſee no reaſon to doubt, 

but if it was monopolized by a private mer- 
chant, it might be advanced to any price he 
ſhould think proper, as no other gum is 


equal to it in goodneſs, or would ſupply its 
place in the beſt and fineſt works, even if 
ſufficient quantity of other ſorts could be 
had; and it is certain, that if any Britiſh 
commodity ſells high at foreign markets, 
ſome of our induſtrious neighbours will 
find means to engage in that branch of bu- 
fineſs or manufacture ; and moſt probably 

nor 
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(40) 
not only rival, but out-do us in it: therefore 
if this monopoly takes place, it is more than 
probable Great Britain will loſe the above- 
mentioned branch of commerce. Would 
not the ceſſion of that place be an injury 
to Great Britain in ſuch a caſe? I dare ſay 
our manufacturers would much rather ſce it 
in the hands of the French Senegal com- 
pany, from whom we generally got it under 


80 l. the ton. 


But Mr. T— ſeeks not only the whole 
.of the gum trade, but the whole trade of 
the river Senegal. What that may be in 
time of peace we know not; but can only 
at preſent ſay, that ſince it has been in our 
hands, there have not been leſs than 1000 
ſlaves annually purchaſed there (not to men- 
tion the gold, ivory and wax); and there is 
not the leaſt doubt, but that commereial 
ſpicit, in which the Engliſh excel every other 
nation, will lead them to increaſe the trade 
of that river to a prodigious extent, if not 
prevented by a monopoly; that canker of 
induſtry, that diſeaſe, under which no com- 
merce can long ſurvive. wy = 


It 
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If any man ſceks' to obtain a monopoly, 


my Lord Coke is of opinion the attempt is 


puniſhable; his definition of a monopoly, 


and part of his reaſoning upon it, I think 
very appoſite to the caſe under conſideration, 


and therefore will tranſcribe 1 it. 


— fog he; *"is o'alled, 


cc 


«c 


«c 


cc 


cc 


N 
ec 
b 


40 


ac 


cc 


cc 


= 


cc. 


| odious, becauſe he i is vir ſanguinis— 


cc 


c Ts pos, ſolo, ua: Twzuny, vendere ; 
quod eft, cum unus ſolus aliquod genus 
mercaturæ univerſum vendit, ut ſolus 
vendat, pretium ad ſuum libitum ſtatuens; 
and the law of the realm in this point is 
grounded upon the law of God, which 


faith, non accipies loco pignoris inferiorem 


et ſuperiorem molam; quia animam ap- 
poſuit tibi: : thou ſhalt not take the nether 
or upper millſtones to pledge; for he 
taketh a man's life to pledge : : whereby it 


. 


appeareth, that a man's trade is accounted 
his life, becauſe it maintaineth his life ; 
and therefore he is ſo much the 21600 


ce. Monopolies are 1 this act [23 Jac. 


C. 33 to be W the antient 
F ec and 


ty 


and fundamental laws of the realm *; and 
that the monopoliſt was in times paſt, and 
is much more now, puniſhable for pro- 
* curing and obtaining them, we will de- 
monſtrate it by reaſon and prove it wy au- 
thority.“ 


„ Whatſoever offence is contrary to the 


antient and fundamental laws of the 


realm, is puniſhable by law. But the uſe 


of a monopoly is contrary to the antient 


and fundamental laws of the realm; there- 
fore the uſe of a monopoly is puniſhable 


by law.” 


0 That offence, which is contrary to the 


antient and fundamental laws, is malam 


in ſe. The minor is proved by this de- 
claration in parliament. 


ce In 50, Ed. "T5 John Peachie was ſe- 


.cc 


verely puniſhed for procuring a licence 


Commercium, jure gentium, commune eſſe de- 
bet, et non in monopolium et privatum pauculorum 


quæſtum convertendum. Iniquum eft aliis permittere 


aliis inhibere mercaturam. ibid in marg. 


« under 


—— 


0 43 ) 
4 under the — ſeal, that he only might 
" ll ſweet v wines in London.” z inſt, 181. 


Thus far I ba wankkethas my Leed 
| Coke; and if you pleaſe to refer to him, 


| ſhould you not be already convinced, I doubt 


not his further reaſoning on the ſubject will 
ſatisfy you, that what Mr. T— requeſts is 
contrary to the laws both of God and the 
kingdom, . 


1 1 abs not, both from the juſ- | 


| tice of the king, and the wiſdom of parlia- : 
ment, that Mr. T— will fail in his attempt 


to obtain an excluſive trade to any part of 

Africa; which, when in the hands of a 
company, where it is much leſs injurious 
than in thoſe of a private perſon, was found to 
be ſo contrary to the intereſt of theſe king- 
doms, that the parliament thought proper 
to buy out the charter of the company at a 

great national expence, and continue an an- 

nual allowance -of 1 5,0001. to keep the 
trade free and open. 


J am, &c. 
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